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Third Sunday in Advent 
 

CHOIR CANTATA 

SPECIAL MUSIC: CAMDEN KORONKIEWICZ 
DIRECTED BY: ANTHONY JAY HOUSTON AND SCOTT IDDINGS 

ACCOMPANISTS: ANN LEGG AND MIKE GRISWOLD 

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR: STEVE CONNELL 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANT: WILL EMMANUEL 

 



WE GATHER IN GRACE 
A “+” indicates all are invited to stand. 

 

PRELUDE     Camden Koronkiewicz 

HEY HO NOBODY HOME              English Folk Song 

DECK THE HALLS                Traditional Carol 

  

WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

+THRESHOLD MOMENT (LUKE 1:48B-50) 

One: Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy 

is His name.  His mercy is for those who revere Him 

All:   from generation to generation 

 

+HYMN # 140 ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY  

 

ADVENT CANDLE: A CANDLE IS BURNING           Words: Sandra Dean 

Tune: Away in the Manger 

       A candle is burning, a candle of JOY 

 A candle to welcome brave Mary’s new boy 

 Our hearts fill with wonder and eyes light and glow 

 As joy brightens winter like sunshine on snow 

  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

One: God of mercy, a million times a day we have the 

opportunity to be gracious, to assume the best in others, to 

give the benefit of the doubt. 

All:  A million times a day we could choose the better way, 

but so often we don’t. 

One:  Fear and greed kick in. Assumptions and insecurities take 

the wheel. Comparison and critique lead the charge. 

All:  Forgive us for forgetting that we are descendants of 

Joseph. Forgive us for forgetting that grace and mercy 

are in our blood. Forgive us for forgetting that all 

belong to you. Give us the courage to love even bigger 

than before, and the wisdom to choose a better way. 

~Silence~ 



Pastor: Family of Faith, hear this good news: We who have 

chosen wrong, are given a second chance. We who have 

lost our way, are welcomed into community. We who feel 

alone, are seen, held, and known. This is the good news of 

the gospel. No matter how many times we choose wrong 

or lose our way, God continues to be a God of second 

chances, community, and love. Thanks be to God! Amen 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in a God who offers second chances and 

does not hold grudges. We believe in a God who opens 

the door to new life and leaves the porch light on for us 

when we get lost. We believe in a God who believes in 

us— believes that we can make a difference, that we 

can choose grace over comparison, love over hate, 

peace over war. And so we strive to live our lives in 

love. We strive to listen as Joseph listened, and to be 

the people that God calls us to be. It’s all that easy, and 

it’s all that hard. This we believe. Amen. 
 

PASSING OF PEACE WITH THOSE IN PERSON AND ONLINE 
 
+RESPONSE: HYMN # 113 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH  

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

WE GROW IN GRACE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING:   Isaiah 35:1-10 and Matthew 1:18-25 
 
THE WORD PROCLAIMED:  

A CEREMONY OF CAROLS Benjamin Britten 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 



OFFERING:  GREENSLEEVES (TRAD.) Will & Naomi Emmanuel 

   

+DOXOLOGY: HYMN #143 ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY V4  

All creation, join in praising God the Father,  

Spirit, Son, evermore your voices raising  

to the eternal Three in One:  

 

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

WE GO IN GRACE 
 

+HYMN #88 (VV. 2,5) O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL  

 

+SENDING 

One: As you leave this place, may you go knowing that from 

generation to generation, 

All: we have been claimed and loved. 

One: From generation to generation, 

All: God has been by our side. 

One: From generation to generation, 

All: we are not alone. 

One: The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow 

All: knows me by name, loves me, and calls me forth, 

One: saying, “Go be the person you are called to be, love 

wildly, do justice, and choose Christ’s way”. 

All: May it be so. Amen. 

  

We gather in grace, we grow in grace, we go in grace… 

The journey continues in an ever-widening circle of grace. 

────── 

Our worship service is being livestreamed and is on Zoom 
 

 

Visit Our Welcome Page… 

 rclpc.org/welcomeToRCLPC.html 
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RCLPC Choir 
  

Sopranos 

Paula Ekstrom 

Katy Holub 

Kayla McIntyre* 

Bethany Sternberg* 

Altos 

Deb Bendis 

Mary Finch 

Kristi Geggie 

Beth Holland 

Karen Salman 

Tenors 

Mike Griswold 

Bolt Meyer* 

Fred Neuschel 

Basses 

Stephen Connell 

Ian Farrell Freeland* 

Scott Iddings 

Jac Kelewae 

Jim Pracht 

Dave Steele 

Nathan Szadowski* 

 *Guest Singer from the Crystal Lake Central Madrigals 

 

Rehearsal Accompanist - Ann Legg 

Assistant Music Director - Scott Iddings 

Music Director - Anthony Jay Houston 

Harpist - Nanette Felix 

  

About our Harpist: Nanette Felix is a vivacious and charming 

performer.  Her repertoire encompasses a variety of classical, popular, 

jazz and rock & roll literature.  She currently has recorded 5 CD’s.  

Nanette has achieved recognition not only for her performances as a 

principal harpist for the Rockford Symphony but also for her 

appearances with other prominent orchestras including the Peoria 

Symphony, Evansville Philharmonic, Indianapolis Civic Symphony, 

the Chattanooga Opera Association, Dubuque, Cedar Rapids, and Quad 

City Symphonies as well as numerous choirs and chamber groups.  

Other intriguing performances have been with rock7 roll legends Rick 

Neilson of Cheap Trick, Dennis DeYoung of Styx, the Moody Blues, 

Ray Charles and Doc Severinsen.  For more information contact 

www.nanettefelix.com. 

 

 



A Ceremony of Carols 
 
A Ceremony of Carols was written in 1942, when the English composer 

Benjamin Britten was 29 years old. It is one of the composer’s most 

popular and widely performed works, particularly at the Christmas 

season. A Ceremony of Carols was composed in part during five weeks 

that Britten spent traveling by ship from New York to England during 

the Second World War. During the voyage the ship stopped in Halifax, 

Nova Scotia, where Britten purchased a book of medieval poetry. 

Poems from this book, along with Gregorian Chant and other poetry 

spanning 14th to 16th century England, were the inspiration for A 

Ceremony of Carols, which includes both a Christmas narrative as well 

as references to the rebirth of spring. The work was innovative, in many 

respects, such as the use of harp as the sole accompanying instrument 

for a large choral work. 

Movements 
 
1. PROCESSION "HODIE CHRISTUS NATUS EST"     

Based on liturgical Gregorian chant, sung in Latin, and rejoicing in 

the birth of Christ 
 

2. WOLCUM YOLE!      

  Based on ancient text to welcome the Yule season 
 
3.  THERE IS NO ROSE      

  In this carol, the rose is a reference to Mary; text alternates between 

Latin and English 

5.  AS DEW IN APRILLE   

 Based on an anon. 15th century poem, praising Mary 
 
6.  THIS LITTLE BABE   

  Based on a poem by the Jesuit poet Robert Southwell. 
 
7.  INTERLUDE    

  Instrumental harp solo 
 
8.  IN FREEZING WINTER NIGHT     

"In Freezing Winter Night" is another text by Southwell. This 

movement calls out to the circumstances of the birth of Jesus.  
 
10.  DEO GRACIAS        

"Deo gracias" (Thanks be to God) is based on a macaronic poem 

from the 15th century. 
 
11.  RECESSION "HODIE CHRIST 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 


